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days.' The Preface for Whit-Sunday, is, however, only to be used for six days after, because the seventh (or octave of Whit-Sunday) would be Trinity Sunday, which has a Preface of its own.
OFFERTORY. The verses of Scripture near the beginning of the Communion Service, which are appointed to be read while the wardens or other fit persons are collecting the alms and offerings of the people. These verses are intended to remind the congregation of the duty of giving in charity to the poor, and of the love which GOB bears to those, who of their abundance, are willing liberally to contribute to the relief of " such as are in need."
OFFICIAL. The Official is the person to whom cognizance of causes is committed by such as have ecclesiastical 4 jurisdiction. The official of an archdeacon stands in like relation to him as the chancellor does to the Bishop.
OPTION. An Archbishop has the choice or option of any one dignity or benefice, in the gift of every Bishop consecrated or confirmed by him, which he may confer on his chaplain or whom else he pleases. This is styled his option.
OPUS OPERATUM. An expression frequently occurring in discussions respecting the efficacy of the Sacraments, &c., importing a necessary spiritual effect flowing from the outward administration, (from I he thing done) irrespective of the moral qualities of the recipient. This doctrine is alleged as one of the corruptions of the Church of Rome ; and if carried out, would obviously equalize, in a great measure, the benefits received by the worthy and the unworthy who approach the altar, and would justify the administration of Baptism to the heathen, &c. not only on consent, but by the application of physical force.
In a certain sense, it is unquestionably true that all the appointed means of grace have an effect ex opere operate, inasmuch as the act itself, though inefficacious in its own nature, is an institution of GOD, and consecrated by HIM as an^instrumentality not to be made void at the caprice of man. Thus, the preaching of the Gospel is inevitably a savour of life or of death. The administration of Baptism is invariably an admission into the Church, even in